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L ET T E R F R OM  OU R D I R E C T OR  

 
Welcome to the December edition of the 2018-2019 CTE News the Tempe Union 

High School District’s (TUHSD) monthly newsletter highlighting our Career and 

Technical Education (CTE) programs. This year TUHSD has over 8000 students 

currently enrolled in 19 different CTE programs in our district ranging from  

Culinary to  Engineering, Automotive Technology to Stagecraft, and many more.  

  

As we end the fall semester we are beginning to gear up for all the CTE activities 

we have scheduled for this spring.  These activities include audits of all of our 

programs beginning in February, our annual CTE Career Day with the Suns in 

March, industry certification testing for most of our programs in March and April, 

ADE Assessments for all of our programs in April, numerous CTSO  

competitions, and of course our CTE Recognition Night in May. In addition, this 

spring, all of our programs will be continuing their cadre and PLC work, and in 

these, a number of our programs will be beginning to develop and utilize common 

quarterly assessments. As a result, we expect this to be a very busy and exciting 

spring for CTE in TUHSD. 

 

This month’s newsletter highlights our CTE Programs at Mountain Pointe High 

School.  Mountain Pointe High School has seen great success in their CTE  

programs in the past, and as you will see in this month’s featured articles, these 

successes are ongoing. 

  

We hope you enjoy the information shared in this newsletter, and look forward to 

sharing more information with you in the future! 

 

Dr. Stephaine Frimer 
Director of Career & Technical Education 

 

I M P O R T A N T  D A T E S :  
 
Dec. 4 IPIP Workshop for CTE 
 
Dec. 5  CTE Interdistrict PLC 
 
Dec. 6 Early Childhood Cadre 
 
Dec. 12 CTE Interdistrict PLC 
 
Dec. 21 End of Quarter 2 
 
Dec. 24—Jan. 7—Winter Break 
 
Jan.  7 Begin 2nd Semester 
 
Jan.  9 Photography & Graphics  
 PLC 
 
Jan. 24 IPIP Workshop for CTE 
 Teachers 
 
Jan. 25 CTE Department Chair 
 Meeting 
 
Jan. 29  CTE Cadre Meeting 
 Digital Photo, Film and 
 TV,Graphics & Animation 
 
Jan. 31 CTE Cadre Meeting - 
 Digital Communication 
 
Jan. 31 CTE Cadre Meeting - 
 Engineering 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CTE NEWS 
TUHSD CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION 

MONTHLY UPDATE 



Fun Fact:  Mountain Pointe was 
established in 1991.  The chosen 
mascot was the Pride.  This mascot 
embodies the ideals of community 
and family.  Another important 
tradition at MPHS are the words 
Purpose, Pride, and Performance. 

HANDS-ON, REAL-WORLD EXPERIENCE IN DIGITAL 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
 

Steve Adams, Digital Photography 

 

On Nov. 5th, The Mountain Pointe advanced photography class went on its annual trek up north to 
Jerome and Sedona to conduct an onsite photoshoot. Students had the task of demonstrating their 
skills creating HDR, panoramic and landscape photography. Students also had the opportunity to 
work with our community business partner Herb Stokes from Southwest Portrait Studios, on 
ambient light flash photography. This twelve plus hour fieldtrip was busy, but was a positive 
experience that helps students prepare for the long days in the real world of the photography 
business, not to mention all the post processing in the days following the trip.  

 

CHILLS AND SKILLS 
 

            Melissa Wendell, Engineering/Suzanne Idler, Film & TV 
 

In November, the Mountain Pointe SkillsUSA Film and Television, Advanced Computer Graphic Art 
and Advanced Engineering groups visited the Gila River Arena for the SkillsUSA on Ice Coyotes 
Event.  After experiencing taking a shot on goal, students were greeted by some of the executives that 
make up this complex organization.  The event incorporated an informative tour of the facility and an 
insider’s look on "where the action happens”.  Students were exposed to a myriad of departments that 
make the enormous organization run like a fine tuned machine.  Being exposed to the multitude of 
departments students were able to participate in focus group Q and A sessions with each industry 
specific representative.  Topping off the evening with great floor level upper corner seats, MPHS got to 
experience some hometown hockey pride! 
 

Home of the Pride 

CONNECTING THE DOTS “DIGITAL COMMUNICATION STUDENTS LINK IDEAS 
AND BAND TOGETHER” 

 

Krystin Pinckard, Digital Communication 
 

Digital Communications is always looking for ways to tell our community's stories. Recently, as part of their news cycle, students 
completed a team building activity we called connecting stories.  With 5 different sections in one class, the students do not always 
know each other as well as we would like. To start the activity off, one student shared a personal story. Then, someone else in the 
group had to connect to that story. The group with the most connections at the end won. 

FBLA ON ICE 

Tamara Reichert, Business Management/Accounting 

  

FBLA students from the Accounting, Business Management, and Business Operations 

programs attended the FBLA on Ice field trip on Thursday, October 25th.  Students had the 

opportunity to meet with business personnel of the Arizona Coyotes and ask questions about 

their careers and career paths.  Students attended breakout sessions in the afternoon, received a 

guided tour of the facility, and stayed for the hockey game against the Vancouver Canucks in 

the evening. For many students, this was the first time they had ever attended a hockey game.   



MOINTAIN POINTE HIGH ROBOTICS TEAM 
COMPETITIONS AT FIRST ROBOTICS WORLD 

CHAMPIONSHIP 
 

Mel Wendell, Engineering 
 
Last April, the Mountain Pointe Robotics Team earned a wild-card spot to the FIRST 
Robotics World Championship Competition in Houston.  Thirty-eight students and eight 
mentors embarked on a 19-hour bus ride to Houston, TX. Upon arrival, the students 
immersed themselves in the competition setting up their pit and making robot 
modifications.  As they headed into competitions they found themselves outperforming 
everyone's expectations, except their own. At the end of qualification matches, Pridetronics 
found themselves ranked 3rd in the Newton field and the highest ranked Arizona team at the 
World Championships.  This was new territory for the Pride for they had to determine 
which teams to choose as their alliance partners. While they have done this before, on the 
world stage the stakes are higher and a lot more intense. The team entered the elimination 
rounds and found themselves against some tough competition and lost their matches.  There 
were lessons to be learned from this experience, however, the students were proud of their 
accomplishments. As the team headed back home, a small group of students sat for two 
hours discussing ways to improve the club for next year. The Mountain Pointe Robotics 
Team graduated 15 seniors last year. Although they are a young team this year, they still 
have the drive and tenacity to build the best robot in Arizona for this year's competition; 
Deep Space. 
 

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION TEACHERS AND STUDENTS CELEBRATE 
LEARNING AND SUCCESS 

Jacque Ibsen, Early Childhood Education 

 

The teachers from the Early Childhood Education PLC had the opportunity to tour the Pinnacle Presbyterian Preschool last month.  This 
preschool is a NAEYC Accredited educational program that is based on best practices in early childhood education and development.  It is 
inspired by the schools in Reggio Emilia Italy.  This was a rare and unique opportunity to see a Reggio Emilia school in action, and our 
teachers were excited about what they learned.  We have already started planning for representatives from NAEYC and the Pinnacle 
Preschool to come to TUHSD and speak to our students.  This new industry partnership is also going to help us incorporate some of the 
Reggio inspired ideas into our Early Learning Centers.  

The Cubbies, the tiniest members of the Mountain Pointe Pride, visited staff and students on Halloween.  The children, dressed in fun and 
scary costumes delighted students and adults, as well collecting plenty of sweet treats!   

The Early Childhood students will be attending Smiles for Christmas at Marcos De Niza, after Thanksgiving.  This is a wonderful event 
that kicks off the holiday season!  Students from the Tempe Elementary School District are paired up students from TUHSD for a day of 
fun holiday activities, including crafts, cookie decorating and even a bubble machine.  This event has been a tradition in the TUHSD for 
many years and is a great community event. 

Approximately 60 Mountain Pointe Early Childhood students are working towards earning a scholarship through First Things First, for six 
dual enrollment credits through Rio Salado.  The students must go through the matriculation process with Rio Salado, then they must apply 
for the scholarship and be approved through First Things First.  They can earn six credits for Early Childhood 1-2 and then six additional 
when they complete the program, and take Early Childhood 3-4.  This gets them one credit away from earning the Rio Salado Academic 

Certificate for Early Childhood, which is recognized as an Industry Certificate for the state.  

 

JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT 
STOCK MARKET 

CHALLENGE 
 

Tamara Reichert, Business Management 
 

Students from Ms. Reichert’s Honors Accounting 
3-4 and Finance for Business Management 
classes participated in the Junior Achievement 
Stock Market Challenge on Thursday, November 
1st.  Students had the opportunity to experience 
what it was like to trade stocks on a simulated 
trading floor.  Students competed in teams of five 
and worked collaboratively to buy and sell stocks 
with the end goal of achieving the highest 
portfolio for the day.  Eighteen different schools 
in the valley formed 86 teams to participate in 
the competition.   



“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change 
the world.”  ~ Nelson Mandela 

 

Career and Technical 
Education 

 

Tempe Union High School District 
500 West Guadalupe Road 

Tempe, AZ 85283 
Phone: 480-839-0292 

 

From the CTE Department... 

Career and Technical Education Staff: 

 
Stephaine Frimer 
Director of Career and  
Technical Education 
sfrimer@tuhsd.k12.az.us  
 
 
 
 

Anna Lohmann 
Administrative Assistant 
alohmann@tuhsd.k12.az.us 
 
 
 
 

 
Shauna Demers 
CTE Teaching & Learning 
Specialist 
sdemers@tuhsd.k12.az.us 
 
 
 
 

Norine Ebright 
CTE Support (DO) 
nebright@tuhsd.k12.az.us 

 

 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Career and Technical Education 

CAREER DAY WITH 

THE PHOENIX SUNS 

Friday, March 1, 2019 

11:00 AM—9:00 PM 

 

MIDDLE  SCHOOL OUTREACH 
PROGRAM 

 

Each month teachers and students who 
are representing our CTE programs 
across the district will be visiting our 
feeder schools to present information 
about careers to 8th grade students.  The 
middle school students will also learn 
more about these career opportunities in 
high school and prepare to be college and 
career ready for the future.  The featured 
programs for December are Engineering 
and Digital Communications. 
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